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Abstract 
The paper examines the grammatical category of the Present Perfect in Greek in terms of its 
relation to the concepts of current relevance and present/past time spheres on the one hand and 
to that of definiteness on the other. Through a number of contexts where the Present Perfect and 
the Aorist appear to be mutually exclusive or to give rise to d ifferent pragmatic interpretations, 
the relation between the two surfaces as depending on the assignment of d ifferent values to the 
features [±relevant] and [±anaphoric]. The values [+relevant] and [-anaphoric] attributed to the 
Present Perfect strongly reinforce the view that it can be seen as a tense, belonging to the 
present time sphere.  
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