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The module aims to make students familiar with ancient Greek epic poetry and more
particularly with the Homeric epics, by close study of selected parts of the surviving
Greek text of Homer’s Odyssey.

More particularly, with the completion of this course students should be able to:

e Have a broad knowledge of the formation of the genre of epic poetry in
ancient Greece, of its subgenres, their characteristics and the most important
poets or poetic traditions;

e Locate Homer’s epics -and more particularly the Odyssey- in their historical
context as well as describe the relation between myth and history in the epics
(mainly the Odyssey)

e Know and describe some basic terms, concepts and theories as regards the
composition of the epics

e Be familiar with the entire content of the Odyssey (in translation)

e Demonstrate a substantial knowledge of the original language (grammar,
syntax and vocabulary), rhythm, style and content of selected parts of the
Odyssey

e Translate into Modern Greek selected parts of the Odyssey

e Apply basic terms of epic form, structure and composition on the analysis of
the Odyssey

e Discuss some basic interpretative issues raised in the selected parts of the
Odyssey under study

¢ Be familiar with some forms of modern reception of the Odyssey
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Independent work
Enhancement of critical and interpretative skills
Adaptation to new situations
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I. Brief introduction to epic poetry

II. Homer — Homeric poetry

III. Troy, Trojan War, Nostoi

IV. Odyssey: brief overview, sections, history of text, language, metre

V. Close reading of text (ancient Greek) — selection of indicative passages from the
following broader sections:

a. Telemachy (Od. 1-4)

b. Wanderings (Phaeakis) (Od. 5-13.209)

c. Return & Vengeance (Mnesterophonia) (Od. 13.210-24)

VI. The Heritage of Homer — the reception of the Odyssey: indicative, characteristic
examples.
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Written exam: one three-hour exam (in Modern
Greek) which will include

I. Questions relating to the history, development
and characteristics of ancient Greek epic poetry
(short answer type)

II. Language exercises (grammar, syntax,
vocabulary, translation) on selected parts of the
Odyssey

III. Interpretative questions on the Odyssey (short
answer type / short essay type)

I'V. Questions on the general content of the
Odyssey
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(Material also available in English)




