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This course aims at familiarizing students with the literary genre of autobiographical speech and with
Isocrates’ work more specifically (language and themes). It will examine systematically Isocrates’
Antidosis. After the completion of this course, students should be able to:

a) know basic information about the life of Isocrates and the historical context in which he wrote his
work

b) recognize passages from Isocrates’ Antidosis, translate and and comment on them

¢) know the basic traits of the genres of speeches of Greek Antiquity

d) recognize the techniques of self-presentation of Isocrates
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The course includes:

a) lectures about the life and work of Isocrates

b) introduction to the literary genre of epideictic speech

¢) translation and commentary on selected passages from Isocrates’ Antidosis
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