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The main goal of this course will be the acquaintance of students with the corpus of works
from the pen of Theodore Metochites, one of the most prominent scholars and politicians
of the early Palaeologan period. We will study the whole corpus of his works from several
genres of byzantine literature and science (that is rhetorical and poetic works, letters,
essays on contemporary intellectual matters, philosophical and ethical treatises, his work on
astronomy).

By studying passages from the works of Metochites, students will receive an overall view on
him as author and intellectual, on the features of his writing, some of them less attractive to
his audience and some other much more original for the public of his own times.
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General Competences
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma
Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim?

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and Project planning and management

information, with the use of the necessary technology Respect for difference and multiculturalism

Adapting to new situations Respect for the natural environment

Decision-making Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and
Working independently sensitivity to gender issues

Team work Criticism and self-criticism

Working in an international environment Production of free, creative and inductive thinking
Working in an interdisciplinary environment ...

Production of new research ideas Others...

- Search, analyzing, composition of data and information, by using all the required technological
support

- Independent work

- Production of new research ideas

- Practice on criticism and self-criticism

- Promotion of free, creative and inferential way of thinking

(3) SYLLABUS

Firstly we will make an introduction on the historical circumstances during this period (late
13" — beginning of the 14™ cent.) as well as on literary and intellectual trends and debates
that took place. We will try to follow Metochites’ involvement in them, and describe the full
written production of his during the span of his adventurous life. All the above will be re-
commented on the course of our readings on his various works during the whole semester.
Main structural parts of the course will be:

1. The introductory discussion on Theodoros Metochites’ life and written work.

2. The sources that shed light on the relations between him and his contemporaries in every
stage of his life.

3. The presentation and analysis of specific examples from various literary texts and genres
from the works of his youth to the ones on the peak of his carreer.

4. The presentation of his rhetorical works.

5. The presentation of his poetic works.

6. The spiritual discussion with other scholars of his times and his lost collection of letters.

7. The focus on the subjects in his collection of essays, entitled Gnomical Notes.

8. His scientific and philosophical work.

9. The evaluation of the imprint of Metochites as an author in his times.

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

DELIVERY In class
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc.
USE OF INFORMATION AND e Teaching material (files, slides, presentations,
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY editions, studies, monographs and articles), plus
Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory contact via the web platform




education, communication with e Contact via email

students
TEACHING METHODS Activity Semester workload

The manner and methods of teaching Lectures 39
are described in detail. Independent study and 83
Lectures, seminars, laboratory exam preparation
practice, fieldwork, study and analysis | | Final written examination 3
of bibliography, tutorials, placements,
clinical ~ practice, art workshop, | | course total 125

interactive  teaching, educational
visits, project, essay writing, artistic
creativity, etc.

The student's study hours for each
learning activity are given as well as
the hours of non-directed study
according to the principles of the
ECTS

STUDENT PERFORMANCE | Three hours of written exams on the following subjects:
EVALUATION | a) translation and interpretation of passages from the

Description  of the evaluation | original texts,
procedure b) evolution of Byzantine literature in relation to the
Byzantine culture of the time,
Language of evaluation, methods of | c) literary features in the works of this author
evaluation, summative or conclusive,
multiple choice questionnaires, short-
answer questions, open-ended
questions, problem solving, written
work, essay/report, oral examination,
public presentation, laboratory work,
clinical examination of patient, art
interpretation, other

Specifically-defined evaluation criteria
are given, and if and where they are
accessible to students.
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