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COURSE TYPE  

general background,  
special background, specialised general 

knowledge, skills development 

SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINE, DEVELOPMENT OF PROFICIENCIES 

PREREQUISITE COURSES: 
 

NONE 

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION and 
EXAMINATIONS: 

GREEK 

IS THE COURSE OFFERED TO 
ERASMUS STUDENTS 

YES (in Greek)  

COURSE WEBSITE (URL) https://elearn.uoc.gr/    

(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

The course learning outcomes, specific knowledge, skills and competences of an appropriate level, which the students will acquire 
with the successful completion of the course are described. 

Consult Appendix A  

• Description of the level of learning outcomes for each qualifications cycle, according to the Qualifications Framework of the 

European Higher Education Area 

• Descriptors for Levels 6, 7 & 8 of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning and Appendix B 

• Guidelines for writing Learning Outcomes  

 
Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:  

1. Recognize and analyze in depth current fundamental issues on child 
language acquisition  

2. Describe the different analyses and methods on a variety of linguistic 
phenomena 

3. Critically evaluate the validity of the predictions of a linguistic analysis on 
language acquisition    

4. Describe the crosslinguistic differences on language development, based on 
collective data and conclusions from the bibliography  

5. Compare the typology in child language to the typology in adult language  
6. Produce the design of the study of a linguistic phenomenon in child language  

 

https://elearn.uoc.gr/course/view.php?id=3891


General Competences  
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma 
Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, 
with the use of the necessary technology  
Adapting to new situations  
Decision-making  
Working independently  
Team work 
Working in an international environment  
Working in an interdisciplinary environment  
Production of new research ideas  

Project planning and management  
Respect for difference and multiculturalism  
Respect for the natural environment  
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and 
sensitivity to gender issues  
Criticism and self-criticism  
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 
…… 
Others… 
……. 

 

• Development of independent, creative and deductive thinking 

• Exercising critical thinking on scientific studies  

• Practicing self-improvement 

• Working in an interdisciplinary environment with multi-cultural data 

• Organization abilities-Development of the plan for the study of a 
scientific topic 

 

(3) SYLLABUS 

 
The course examines the development of binding and co-reference phenomena 
across languages. Our first goal is to outline the similarities and the differences 
between binding and co-reference relations at a theoretical level and describe the 
principles that governs their distribution across languages. Secondly, we aim at 
looking into the conditions that rule the L1 acquisition of binding and co-reference.  
We start with analyzing the fundamental principles of the theoretical approaches to 
the theory of Binding and co-reference and we move on to evaluating the various 
theoretical hypotheses regarding their acquisition. Emphasis will be given to the 
details of the research methodology and the approaches in testing the L1 child-
language of the phenomena and the overall picture regarding the stages of their 
acquisition.  
Finally, part of our discussion will be the comparison of the development of binding 
and co-reference to the development of unaccusatives, passives and control 
constructions.  
 

 



(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY 
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc. 

Face to face 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY  

Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory education, 
communication with students 

- All class material available in class-web 
- Communication via e-mail 

TEACHING METHODS 
The manner and methods of teaching are 
described in detail. 
Lectures, seminars, laboratory practice, 
fieldwork, study and analysis of bibliography, 
tutorials, placements, clinical practice, art 
workshop, interactive teaching, educational 
visits, project, essay writing, artistic creativity, 
etc. 
 
The student's study hours for each learning 
activity are given as well as the hours of non-
directed study according to the principles of the 
ECTS 

Activity Semester workload 

Lectures and students’ 
presentations 

(3×13=) 39 

Group study on a specific 
topic 

70 

Preparation for student’s 
presentations 

50 

Writing of the final paper 70 

Independent study 146 

Course Total  
(25working  hours per 
credit)  

375 

 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION 

Description of the evaluation procedure 
 
Language of evaluation, methods of evaluation, 
summative or conclusive, multiple choice 
questionnaires, short-answer questions, open-
ended questions, problem solving, written work, 
essay/report, oral examination, public 
presentation, laboratory work, clinical 
examination of patient, art interpretation, other 
 
Specifically-defined evaluation criteria are given, 
and if and where they are accessible to students. 

 
I. Final seminar paper in written form (70% of the total 
grade) assessing:  
- the immersion of course information (25%) 
- the critical synthesis of the course information (30%) 
-the structure and the development of the paper (15%) 
II. The quality of the in-class presentation (30%) 
 
 
 
 

(5) ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
• Various scientific papers on specific topics (available via class-web)  

• Experimental Methods in Language Acquisition Research (2010) Edited by 

Elma Blom and Sharon Unsworth, University of Amsterdam / Utrecht 

University 

• Guasti, M.T (2002). Language Acquisition: The Growth of Grammar. MIT Press. 

• Thornton, R. & K. Wexler (1999). Principle B, VP Ellipsis and Interpretation 

in Child Grammar, MIT Press. 

 


