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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES

Learning outcomes

The overall objective of the course is to familiarize students with the history of the
Modern Greek theater in the 20th century and to get to know the conditions, events
and persons that shaped its contemporary character. The course will focus on the
main stages of the evolution of the pre-war, inter-war and post-war Greek theater, not
just at the level of events (founding of Royal, later National Theater of Greece, the
emergence of the Greek Theatre Revue and Operetta, the establishment of the
Epidaurus Festival, the new generation of Greek theatrical writers dedicated to
realism), as well as key developments at the level of structures (emergence of the
director’s profession) the effort to control theater through acting and licensing,
statism and free theater, grants and theatrical hydrocephalism, tradition and
Greekness. Upon successful completion of the course students will be able to:

* Understand the key and critical features of 20th century modern Greek theater

« distinguish the basic aesthetic and ideological currents as they appear in theater in
Greece during the 20th century

* Recognize key stations in the history of 20th century theater and, in particular, its
heritage in contemporary theater.

General Competences

Critical thinking, decision making, data synthesis
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3. SYLLABUS

1 Introduction. Basic terms and concepts. Theater, acting and the generation of 1880.
Democracy and theater. The first theatre directors (K. Christomanos - Thomas
Economou). Royal Theatre. Revue and Operetta. Shadow theatre. Star’s theatre
groups

2. Theater building: National (Royal) Theatre of Greece, State of Thessaloniki, Greek
National Opera, Arma Thespidos, Kotopouli Semi-state troupe. License as an
enforcement and control institution. Commercial theatre companies. The eviction of
the theatrical demon and the folk element from the scenes.

3 Occupation: The recruitment of the Revue. V. Rotas Theater Studio (1942-1944).
The founding of the Art Theater (1942). The National Theater: Pelos Katselis,
Socrates Karantinos, Takis Mouzenidis. The lack of relationship between social
demand and theatrical message. The Yokarinis’ resignation. Thessaloniki as a hotbed
of resistance, the relative tradition of the city: Babylonia, Trisevgeni. Arrest of Leon
Koukoulas. EAM Theater: V. Rotas, Gerasimos Stavrou, Puppet Theater, Shadow
Theater, G. Kojioulas. The cosmopolitan Alexandreia.

4. Civil War: Losses. Andreas Makedos, Eleni Papadaki. Troupe of United Artists.
The theater in exile. The new acne of the entertainment theater: The Germans are
back. Von Dimitrakis. G. Theotokas at the National Theater. Extermination and
monarchy Dimitris Rondiris.

5. NATIONAL THEATER 1950-1967: the glitter of the classic

6. ART THEATER Karolos Kuhn: the opposing pole. Its prehistory. College of
Athens, Folk Stage, direction by Kuhn in commercial theater. Prohibitions and
international recognition. Repertoire

7 Independent troupes: Manos Katrakis Greek Folk Theater, A. Damianos Poreia
Theater. The light musical theater. The festivals of ancient drama: Epidaurus, Athens,
Philipi-Thassos, Dodoni.

8 The Courtyard of Miracles. A new generation of dramatists. The theater anatomy of
society

9 Theater in dictatorship 1967-1974. Hypnotic and surreal drama. Alexis Minotis at
the Free Theater

10 The First Aid 1974-1980. Deadlock and reflection. The renewal (?) Of the Revue.
New theatrical forms. The development of amateur theater. Cultural associations.

11 The Second Battalion 1981-2000. Descendants of Kuhn: G. Lasanis-Mimis
Kougioumtzis, Giorgos Armenis, Theatro Epohi, Theater Empros, New Stage,
Sfendoni. Grants. DIPHETE. New trends at the Epidaurus Festival. Stalemates in the
administration of the National. Apprenticeships with foreign directors.

12 The current situation. Hydrocephalus of theatrical activity. The dead ends of
Epidaurus. Shapes rearrangements. Stability in the National. New generation of
Greek playwrights.

13 Dramatic Schools and Theatre Studies. Revocation of the License. Modern theater
and drama
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TEACHING METHODS Activity Semester ECTS
workload
Lectures 39
Preperation for 43
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the lectures
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